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OPEN LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT OF THE LSESU COMPETITION LAW SOCIETY 
 
Dear all, 
 
When we came up with the idea of setting up a Competition Law Society at the LSE 
Student Union back in September 2018, lots of questions and uncertainties appeared 
from the outset. Who would sign-up for it? What would be our scope of work? What type 
of activities should we plan? What could we do in such a short time-frame (trust me, 
your time during Michaelmas and Lent term(s) flies!)? Would we be able to comply with 
the formal requirements set by the LSE Student Union? 
 
I was glad to realise from my early days at school that the idea to set up the society 
(which I shared with my LLM colleagues through WhatsApp) rapidly caught the attention 
from/of many postgrad and undergrad students with different international backgrounds, 
interested in law and economics, intellectual property rights, politics, management, 
social sciences, and new technologies. Our challenge was, then, to put the initial 
enthusiasm into action along with efficient time-management (yes!, our time here at the 
LSE was great fun but also quite busy with seminars, lectures, essays, exams). 
 
Our initial meetings during Michaelmas Term were key to narrow down our expectations 
and realistically define what we wanted to be and how we were going to achieve it. 
Those preliminary ideas quickly translated into our incorporation documents, that were 
filed with the student union for approval.  
 
The really good news came at the beginning of the lent term in January 2019: the 
LSESU Competition Law Society had been formally incorporated! Since then, loads of 
things took place, starting with the election of our committee, adjusting to all formal 
requirements, setting up our internal procedures and (last but not least!) plan some nice 
and interesting activities for our increasing number of members!    
 
But I do not want to be dull: in the next few pages you will read more about our initial 
steps and the many activities that we managed to organise. The only thing I will say at 
this point, is that it’s been a really exciting journey where we’ve had a lot of fun.   
 
Enjoy your time at the LSE and we very much invite you to join our society!!  
 
 
 
Sebastian Ferreyra Romea 
 
President – LSESU Competition Law Society  
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INCORPORATION 
On 31 January 2019, the LSESU approved our incorporation!  
 
The LSESU Competition Law Society (the Society) aims to engage members from a 
variety of geographical and academic backgrounds (law, social sciences, economics, 
etc.), and study levels (undergraduate and postgraduate) to explore global competition 
law issues as well as current legal trends.  
 
More specifically, the society addresses topics ranging from the global functioning of the 
markets to the protection of innovation incentives or the increasing use of big data as a 
competitive hedge by companies.  
 
The Society attempts to provide a lively and stimulating environment for debate and 
academic discussion with our invited and guest speakers, who typically are in-house 
counsel, prestigious academics, public enforcers and lawyers working in private practice.  
 
Needless to say, our Society promotes formal and informal networking activities among 
its members and towards our invited speakers, as an additional tool to facilitate a 
smoother transitioning from the classroom on to the real-life practice of competition law. 
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FIRST AGM AND ELECTION OF EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 
On 18 March 2019, we held our first annual general 
meeting. We elected our first committee and approved 
our constitutional documents!  
 
Out constitution calls for the election of persons in 
mandatory and non-mandatory positions.  
 
For the former, the positions are president, treasurer 
and secretary. For the latter, the positions are vice-
president, marketing and social media officers, event 
coordinators and sponsorship officers. 
 
We believe all members of our committee are essential for the success of the society! 
 
Our first committee: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We would also like to give a very special thank you to ALL our founding members who 
assisted the committee pre and post-incorporation. 

  

POSITION NAME 
PRESIDENT SEBASTIÁN FERREYRA ROMEA 
TREASURER RULA HIDAYAH 
SECRETARY ELÉONORE LEJEUNE 
VICE PRESIDENT VICTORIA HEINEN 
MARKETING 
OFFICERS 

ALEX BOTTING 
VERONIKI MYLONOPOULOU 

EVENT 
COORDINATION 

GIOVANNA DE CRISTOFARO 
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SCHEDULE OF EVENTS 
 
Our Society enjoyed a vibrant first schedule of events despite the short Lent term.  
 
The below is a summary of events, followed by some more information and pictures. 
 
 

EVENT SPEAKER AND POSITION DATE 
LAUNCH AND 
SPEAKER EVENT 

JULIANNE DEVINE 
ANTITRUST COUNSEL AT DIAGEO 
 

12 MARCH 2019 

FIELD VISIT 
 

VISIT TO THE UK CMA 20 MARCH 2019 

SPEAKER EVENT DANIEL COLGAN 
PARTNER AT DLA PIPER 
 

9 APRIL 2019 

SPEAKER EVENT ANNELEEN STRAETEMANS 
GLOBAL LEGAL DIRECTOR AT ABINBEV 
 

26 APRIL 2019 

SPEAKER EVENT PABLO TREVISÁN 
COMMISSIONER AT THE NATIONAL 
COMMISSION FOR THE DEFENCE OF 
COMPETITION IN THE ARGENTINE 
REPUBLIC 
 

2 MAY 2019 

SPEAKER EVENT ANDREA GOMES DA SILVA 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR (MERGERS) AT UK 
COMPETITION AND MARKETS AUTHORITY 
 

25 JUNE 2019 

ROUNDTABLE RICHARD WHISH 
EMERITUS PROFESSOR, KING’S COLLEGE 
LONDON 
 
PHILLIP MARSDEN  
DEPUTY CHAIR, ENFORCEMENT DECISION 
MAKING COMMITTEE AT THE BANK OF 
ENGLAND, AND CO-AUTHOR OF THE 
FURMAN REPORT, COLLEGE OF EUROPE 
 
AND PABLO TREVISAN 
COMMISSIONER AT THE NATIONAL 
COMMISSION FOR THE DEFENCE OF 
COMPETITION IN THE ARGENTINE 
REPUBLIC AND FOUNDER, INSTITUTO DE 
DERECHO DE LA COMPETENCIA 

16 SEPTEMBER 
2019 
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LAUNCH and DIAGEO speaker EVENT  
On 12 March 2019, we held our very first 
event in the new academic building, with a 
great audience of around 30 students. 
 
 
We also welcomed Ms. Julianne Devine, 
Antitrust Counsel at Diageo, who gave a 
brilliant talk on the role of in-house 
competition counsel. 
 
We were also joined by the LSE’s 
competition law academics, Dr. Niamh 
Dunne and Professor Pablo Ibanez 
Colomo. 

 

 

 

VISIT TO CMA 
On 20 March 2019, we organised a 
visit to the UK Competition and 
Markets Authority.  
 
We were greeted by Mr. Patrick 
Teague, and participated in a 
roundtable discussing the role of the 
UK Competition and Markets 
Authority and its impact on market 
competition and consumers.  
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DLA PIPER SPEAKER EVENT 
On 9 April 2019, we hosted Mr. Daniel 
Colgan, partner at DLA Piper (Brussels), 
for a speaker event.  
 
The talk discussed cartels and global 
investigations, with a particular focus on 
evidence gathering.   

 

 

ABINBEV SPEAKER EVENT 
On 26 April 2019, we hosted Ms. 
Anneleen Straetemans, Global Legal 
Director at AB Inbev.  
 
The talk discussed the use of artificial 
intelligence and its impact on antitrust 
compliance. 
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5 ENFORCEMENT AUTHORITY SPEAKER EVENT 
On 2 May 2019, we had the honour of hosting Mr. Pablo Trevisan, the 
Argentine Republic’s Competition Commissioner.  
 
The talk was titled “Argentine Competition Law & Policy: Rebuilding the House, 
While Living In It”. We gained invaluable insight as to the factors relevant for 
competition regulatory reform.  
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6 THE UK CMA DIRECTOR SPEAKER EVENT 
On 25 June 2019, we had the honour of hosting both Mr. Andrea Gomes da 
Silva, the Executive Director of Mergers at the UK Competition and Markets 
Authority, and Ms. Sorcha O’Carroll, Director at the UK Competition and 
Markets Authority. 
 
The talk concerned competition law enforcement in the UK in the wake of Brexit 
and new technologies. 
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7 ROUNDTABLE – UNLOCKING DIGITAL COMPETITION 
On 16 September 2019, we hosted a special round-table with Professor Richard 
Whish (Emeritus Professor, King’s College London), Mr. Phillip Marsden (Bank 
of England; College of Europe; Co-author of the Furman Report) and Mr. Pablo 
Trevisan (Commissioner, Argentine Competition Commission).  
 
Thee round-table centred its analysis on the effects of new technological 
platforms on market competition, and how equipped and suitable competition law 
tools are to deal with the complexities of the digital economy.  
 
It was great fun to chat and network with some of the most reputable global 
academics of contemporary antitrust! 
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FINAL REMARKS: NEXT ACADEMIC YEAR 2019/2020 
 
A new academic year is about to begin, and our Society has a handful of events planned 
for the next couple of months.  
 
Please join us on this new adventure, it will be great fun! 
 
Finally, we wanted to take this opportunity to wish you all the very best and success 
during your time at the LSE! 
 


